
  TOWNSHIP OF PEMBERTON 

REGULAR MEETING 

March 3, 2021 

6:00 P.M. 

 

FLAG SALUTE 
Council President Burton led the assembly in the Pledge of Allegiance, announced that notice 
of the meeting was given in accordance with the Open Public Meetings Act, and followed by 

roll call. 
 

ROLL CALL 

PRESENT     ABSENT  
Jason Allen (Teleconference) 
Paul Detrick (Teleconference) 

Donovan Gardner (Teleconference) 
Elisabeth McCartney (Teleconference)     
Gaye Burton    

    
Also, present: Mayor David Patriarca, Business Administrator Daniel Hornickel, Solicitor 

Andrew Bayer, CFO Robert Benick (Teleconference) and Township Clerk, Amy P. Cosnoski. 
 

CALL TO ORDER 
Council President Burton called the meeting to order at approximately 6:00 p.m.  
 

CLOSED SESSION 
  81-2021 Authorizes Council to go into Closed Session – Not Adopted 
 

PUBLIC COMMENTS 
Council President Burton opened this portion of the meeting for public comments.  
 

George Petronis, Browns Mills – 1. Commented on Ordinance 8-2021 and questioned if this 

would limit the ability of people who use permanently installed generators during an 
emergency. Councilman Gardner advised that he was for this ordinance and noted that his 

only concern was the verbiage regarding the portable generators.  
 

Doug Melegari, Pine Barrens Tribune – 1. Had no comments.  
 

Michelle Forman, Browns Mills – 1. Advised that there was a resident who provided 

questions before a meeting twice and both times was not provided answers. Stated that 
Councilwoman McCartney advised that Council would answer questions during Council 

comments. Asked when residents could make comments on the questions that are being 
submitted. Advised that she felt it was rude for Mr. Bayer to state that Council had no legal 
obligation to answer any of the resident’s comments. Asked what the moral obligation is to 

answer residents’ questions. Asked what the rules and regulations are for the questions that 
are provided before the meeting and if residents are allowed to make comments on resident 

questions. Council President Burton advised that you do not get to do both, you can either 

submit questions ahead of the meeting or provide your comments during the public comment 

period. Added that it is Mr. Bayer’s job to advise the Council of what they are required to do 
and what they are not required to do legally, during a meeting. Stated that Council should 
morally answer the questions if they can provide an answer and that they often do that when 

they have the answers to provide. Lastly, explained that residents do not get a comment 
period on resident comments submitted to the Council prior to the meeting. Mr. Bayer 

advised that if you came up for public comments during an in-person meeting, you have the 
right to ask your questions and council can provide answers, but Council is not required to 

provide an answer in a tit for tat type of way. Ms. Forman asked if there would be a 
timeframe when these questions would be answered. Mr. Bayer explained that public 
comments can be made about anything you wish to speak on, but that this is handled the 

same as an in-person meeting and we will not go back and forth on one person’s comments. 
Explained many ways to get the answers to questions residents may have prior to a meeting, 

but that the meeting was to conduct the business of the town. 
 

Richard Gober, Ventnor – 1. Wanted to thank Administration for the meeting they held 
regarding Sunbury Village. Noted that many of the residents were concerned about attending 
in person, but were glad they could watch online, but upset they could not make comments. 

Stated he hopes that there will be additional meetings in the future. Commented on his 
concerns about closures of the roadways for emergency services. Advised on 2 of the residents 

that have helped the police with their camera footage. Commented on the change of name of 



Lake Valley Apartments to University Apartments and that he knows a name change is not 
the end all be all, but that he is open to any suggestions they may have.  

 
Mrs. Cosnoski advised that Mr. Boland was on the line but that he had submitted questions 
and that his questions would now be read aloud for the public and council to hear and that 

answers would be provided within the next few days as they became available from the 
different departments.   

 

Questions submitted to the Clerk via Email: 

 
The following questions were submitted to the Township Clerk’s office by James Boland and 
read into the record by Mrs. Cosnoski. 1. What happened and why is there an environmental 

cleanup needed? Is this the rail trail? The one with the sewer line running along it? Where did 
the spill come from? When was it first discovered? Exactly what are the contaminants? 2. 

How are things looking with imposing community service for property maintenance 
violations? 3. Was changing the name from Lake Valley Apartments to University 

Apartments a good thing? 4. I've been asking for Council to broadcast video of the meetings 
just as Zoning and Planning do. Same room, same seats, and technology with options for 

remote participation by phone and video. I was told it would be looked into several meetings 

ago. What's going on? 4. Mayor Patriarca, please answer this for me so I don't have to keep 
asking, and the Township Clerk doesn't have to keep seeing this: what do you think of the 

idea of adopting a program which lets property owners optionally have an animal removed 
instead of released? I would love it. And I would do research on it to make it a possibility. If a 

cat were destroying my window screens, which has happened, I'd probably want it removed. 
If it were roaming around, I'd want it spayed or neutered, assuming that were more cost 
effective, which I believe it is. Atlantic City had success with T.N.R., the trap, neuter, release 

program. What do you think? Could we do T with sometimes N/R? 5. The Consent Agenda 
Comment Section was a good thing and an important thing. It could easily be reinstated. 

Would you please reinstate it? I think it would encourage more public participation, which I 
think is the cornerstone of Democracy. 6. And I would also really appreciate it if anyone 

could tell me what is procedurally done at the Township level when it is established that a 
property is in violation of a Zoning law, such as a failure to obtain a variance for a non-
permitted use. 
 

James Boland, Browns Mills – 1. Stated he should always have 5 minutes to speak regardless 

of submitting his questions ahead of time. Commented that these questions should be read 
ahead of time so that other residents could have their say on these subjects. Advised that he is 

offended and upset that things are changing on the fly. Noted that one of his questions was to 
reinstate public comments during the consent agenda because he feels we are trying to hinder 
people from speaking. Stated he feels there are a lot of things going on that are wrong. 

Council President Burton advised that the adopted resolution clearly states that it is one or the 
other and not both as that is not fair to other people that are only given 5 minutes and that 

this is the same thing that would happen if you were here in the building. Mr. Bayer noted 
that this was only done because of the pandemic and was geared more towards people that 

could not come in or attend a meeting over the phone and that Mr. Boland is able to attend 
the meetings. Stated that if anything, this gives people more of an opportunity to speak who 

did not speak before. Advised that if he wants his full 5 minutes, he cannot submit questions 

and speak instead. Councilman Gardner stated that what Mr. Boland is saying is not fair to 
Council as they have done what they can to make this fair for everyone. Councilwoman 

McCartney suggested revisiting the information on the website so that residents are aware of 
the correct procedures. Council President Burton advised that the resolution was read publicly 

and residents have this information. Mrs. Cosnoski advised that we can post the adopted 
resolution and that this information was explained at the last meeting. Councilwoman 
McCartney asked if the information would be posted altogether. Councilman Allen stated 

that he had gone back over the questions Mr. Boland had submitted and they are being 
answered by several members of Council, the Mayor, Mr. Hornickel and Mr. Bayer. Stated 

that they may not be answered at the time they are asked but are be answered. Stated he does 
not want people to walk away thinking that these questions are being ignored. Agrees with 

Mr. Bayer’s comments about Council answering the questions and noted that he does not feel 
Council should just be blurting out answers to questions they are really not sure of.    
 

Seeing no other public wishing to be heard, this portion of the meeting was closed to public 
comment.  

 

Consent Agenda: All items listed with an asterisk (*) are considered to be routine by the 

Township Council and will be enacted by one motion. Should a Council Member wish to 

discuss a consent agenda item separately, that item can be removed from the consent 

agenda and considered in its normal sequence on the regular agenda. 



Councilman Detrick pull Resolutions 78-2021, 79-2021 and 80-2021.   

 

*CONSENT AGENDA  
 

*MEETING MINUTES 

Regular Meeting Minutes of February 17, 2021. 

 

*CONSENT AGENDA RESOLUTIONS  
  78-2021 Pulled from the Consent Agenda and considered later in the meeting. 

 

  79-2021 Pulled from the Consent Agenda and considered later in the meeting. 

 

  80-2021 Pulled from the Consent Agenda and considered later in the meeting. 

  

  82-2021 Authorizes various routine refunds in the total amount of $175.00. 

 

  83-2021 Authorizes a Non-Fair and Open Contract with First Call Environmental, LLC for 

Spill Remediation to the Pemberton Trail in the amount of $18,512.00. 

 

Motion by Gardner and McCartney to approve the Consent Agenda as amended. Gardner,  

yes; McCartney, yes; Detrick, yes; Allen, yes; Burton, yes. Motion carried.  
   

RESOLUTIONS  
  78-2021 Authorizes the Pemberton Township Planning Board to conduct a 

preliminary investigation into certain property on the Township Tax 

map off County Route 530 and within the vicinity of Block 854, Lot 
16.01 as a Non-Condemnation Redevelopment Area and/or an Area In 

Need of Rehabilitation. Tabled from 2-17-2021 Meeting. Pulled from the Consent 

Agenda.  

 

Councilman Detrick asked if Mr. Bayer could clarify the procedure that we are initiating here. 

Mr. Bayer advised that Council referred this matter to the Planning Board to conduct a study 
and explained the procedures that will take place with the Planning Board before it comes 

back to Council for final approval. Mr. Bayer confirmed that there is an interested developer 
that is under contract to purchase and explained the particulars of the contract and 

reimbursements that would be made by the developer. Councilman Detrick asked why the 
developer needed to do this and why he could not just go in and start developing. Mr. Bayer 
explained that under the law the redevelopment plan constitutes zoning and are adopted by 

ordinance. Discussion ensued on zoning and the differences in development. Councilman 
Detrick asked how declaring this an Area in Need of Redevelopment will help the developer. 

Mayor Patriarca advised that it will address some zoning issues and help with making it more 
conducive to develop. Stated that it will also allow certain structures and such as entering into 

a PILOT agreement. Advised that these are just options under the law and that there has been 
no agreement made with the developer in any way. Mr. Bayer noted that this would allow u 
to be able to control the pace of development and what is ultimately developed.  

 
Motion by Detrick and Allen to adopt Resolution 78-2021.  Detrick, yes; Allen, yes; 

McCartney, yes; Gardner, yes; Burton, yes. Motion carried.  
 

  79-2021 Authorizes a contract with CME Associates for planning services to 

conduct a study of certain properties on the Township Tax Maps located 
off County Route 530 as an Area In Need of Redevelopment or 

Rehabilitation in an amount not to exceed $41,500.00. Tabled from 2-17-2021 

Meeting. Pulled from the Consent Agenda.  

 
Councilman Allen questioned if the amount in the third whereas was a typo. Mr. Bayer 

confirmed that it should be $41,500.00 and not $46,500.00.  
 
Motion by Detrick and Allen to adopt Resolution 79-2021 with the corrections. Detrick, yes; 

Allen, yes; Gardner, yes; McCartney, yes; Burton, yes. Motion carried.  
 

  80-2021 Authorizes the Township to enter into an escrow agreement with 
Pemberton CC, LLC, for a study of certain properties on the Township 

Tax Maps location off County Route 530 within the vicinity of Block 
854, Lot 16.01. Tabled from 2-17-2021 Meeting. Pulled from the Consent Agenda.  

 
Motion by Detrick and Gardner to adopt Resolution 80-2021 with the corrections. Detrick, 
yes; Gardner, yes; McCartney, yes; Allen, yes; Burton, yes. Motion carried.  

 

 



ORDINANCES FOR SECOND READING, PUBLIC HEARING AND/OR 

ADOPTION  
   

ORDINANCE 3-2021 
AN ORDINANCE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF PEMBERTON AUTHORIZING AN 

ORDINANCE TO EXCEED THE MUNICIPAL BUDGET APPROPRIATION LIMITS 
AND TO ESTABLISH A CAP BANK CALENDAR YEAR 2021 (N.J.S.A 40A:4-45.14) 
 

Council President Burton opened this portion of the meeting to public comment.  
 

Doug Melegari, Pine Barrens Tribune – 1. Had no comments.  
 

James Boland, Browns Mills – 1. Stated he gets that things go over budget but this year’s 

budget was already large and asked what this is for. Mayor Patriarca advised that they are 
still in the process of preparing the budget and part of that will include making adjustments 

to maintain intact services without having to dramatically reduce services which we do not 
like to do. Noted that the CFO is on the call to explain the process and that this is not a 

spending spree but an amendment to our CAP allowance so that we can present the budget 

with the proposed amendments. Stated that this does not mean that we are going to have a 
3.5% CAP increase, but is more of a cushion. Mr. Benick explained that this year the state 

has set the CAP at a 1% increase and our budget is broken up into two section, in-Cap and 
out of CAP. Advised that our in-CAP was roughly $20 million dollars and the out of CAP 

was about $5 million dollars. Explained that the $20 million dollars can be increased by 1% 
or $200,000.00 and this ordinance will allow us to increase it to roughly $700,000.00 dollars 

to cover costs inside the CAP. Advised that this year the problem is pension increases in the 
amount of $223,000.00 that is in-CAP and we have no choice because we have to pay it. 
Noted that insurance that has increased by $55,000.00 and vehicles are in need of repair in 

the amount of about $124,000.00. Advised that Police salaries, with the new officers, is about 
$315,000.00.  Further explained fees that must be paid to include tipping fees for solid waste 

removal that the County has increased by 2% and we do not know how much of an increase 
we will have based on the COVID situation. Noted that last year, because of COVID, we 

had gone over budget by $100,000.00 but we were reimbursed some money from the State 
which helped us to break even. Noted that with everyone staying home, the volume has 
increased dramatically so that has to be taken into account as well as all of the other 

increases that are coming in. Stated we definitely have our work cut out for ourselves and 
that we will definitely be close to the 3.5%. Mr. Bayer advised that the purpose of this 

ordinance is just a budgeting tool and is allowing this to potentially go into the budget for 
something that will be presented to Council when Administration is ready and Council will 

have the final say and that this is not approving any money at this time. Councilman 
Gardner asked if Mr. Benick could explain what tipping fees are. Mr. Bayer explained it is 
what you pay at the dump site for the solid waste. Mr. Benick advised that there are two 

parts to it, the collection of the solid waste and then the dumping and removal of the waste at 
the County. Advised that all of this is budgeted, but due to COVID had gone up substantially 

last year and therefore, he is preparing for this year to be the same. Noted that this could be 
cut but it needs to be looked at. Mayor Patriarca stated that the CAP is currently 1.5% 

through the State and we are seeking the ability to go up to 3.5% which is allowable by the 

State to be done through an ordinance allowing us the ability to address the upcoming issues 
that they have been made aware of. Noted that the Council will have the final say and that 

the public will also be able to speak to the expenses at the time the budget is presented.  
 

George Petronis, Browns Mills – 1. Had no comments.  
 

Michelle Forman, Browns Mills – 1. Stated that she thinks it is terrible that the Township is 
trying to increase the taxes during a pandemic. Commented that the Township has always 
had to pay for these things and feels this is a big excuse to increase taxes.  

 

Richard Gober, Ventnor – 1. Had no comments.  

 
Seeing no other residents wishing to be heard, this portion of the meeting was closed to the 
public.  

 
Councilman Allen thanked Administration for providing clarity at the last meeting about this 

ordinance. Thanked Mr. Benick for being on the call to filling in the gaps. Questioned if 
there are any hidden fees that we may have because of this increase. Mr. Benick advised that 

there were none. Councilman Allen asked if there would be any long or short-term issues 
that may come from this. Mr. Benick stated there were none and that in regard to the tax 
increase, we have the reduction in our debt service of $1.5 million dollars which will help us 

keep the tax rate down.  



Motion by McCartney and Allen to adopt Ordinance 3-2021. McCartney, yes; Allen, yes; 
Detrick, yes; Gardner, yes; Burton, yes. Motion carried.  

 
 ORDINANCE 4-2021  

AN ORDINANCE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF PEMBERTON AUTHORIZING THE 
CONVEYANCE OF BLOCK 894, LOT 86 BY WAY OF QUITCLAIM DEED TO THE 

RANCOCAS CONSERVANCY, INC. 
 
Council President Burton opened this portion of the meeting to public comment.  

 

Doug Melegari, Pine Barrens Tribune – 1. Had no comments.  

 

George Petronis, Browns Mills – 1. Noted that blocks and lots do not mean much to the 
residents and stated that it would be nice if these properties were also noted by address.  

 

James Boland, Browns Mills – 1. Agreed with Mr. Petronis comments. Stated it is a lot 

easier to trust government when residents have the information they need. Commented on 
the various properties the township already owns and pays for. Mr. Bayer advised that this 

property was for conservancy and also noted that this was in the wetlands and that there was 
no address to the property, which is why it was not listed. Mr. Boland agreed that he had 
talked out of turn and that any land that is conserved is a good thing. Stated he is in favor of 

this ordinance. Thanked Mr. Bayer for the clarification.  
 

Michele Forman, Browns Mills – 1. Confirmed that this is property near White Bogs and 
asked if the Rancocas Conservancy has anything to do with White Bogs at all. Mayor 
Patriarca advised that they currently have an adjacent piece of property they maintain and 

control and would like to obtain this property, which the town feels is a good idea to preserve 
this area. Mrs. Cosnoski advised that in the ordinance Ms. Forman received, it states that the 

Conservancy is the owner of an adjacent 202-acre piece of property. Noted that they own 
property next to the property we are conveying to them to make that a larger open space 

conserved piece of property. It was confirmed that this property would not be developed on. 
Stated that she agrees that there should be addresses on ordinances about land and she 
understands this may not have an address but notes it would be helpful for both resolutions 

and ordinances.  
 

Richard Gober, Ventnor – 1. Had no comments.  
 

Seeing no other residents wishing to be heard, this portion of the meeting was closed to the 
public.  
 

Motion by Gardner and Allen to adopt Ordinance 4-2021. Gardner, yes; Allen, yes; Detrick, 
yes; McCartney, yes; Burton, yes. Motion carried.  

 
 ORDINANCE 5-2021 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF PEMBERTON AMENDING SECTION 
190-50.9 OF THE TOWNSHIP CODE ENTITLED “STORM WATER CONTROL FOR 

NON-PINELANDS AREAS” TO ADOPT NEW STORM WATER MANAGEMENT 

REGULATIONS FOR THE TOWNSHIP 
 

Council President Burton opened this portion of the meeting to public comment.  
 

Richard Gober, Ventnor – 1. Had no comments.  

 

Michelle Forman, Browns Mills – 1. Had no comments.  
 

James Boland, Browns Mills – 1. Commented on his appreciation for how stormwater 
management is handled in the Township and the preparations that are made to prevent 

flooding. Wants people to think about the fact that untied or unkept trash ends up in the 
storm drains.  

 

George Petronis, Browns Mills – 1. Had no comments.  

 

Doug Melegari, Pine Barrens Tribune – 1. Had no comments.  

 
Seeing no other residents wishing to be heard, this portion of the meeting was closed to the 
public.  
 



Motion by McCartney and Detrick to adopt Ordinance 5-2021. McCartney, yes; Detrick, yes; 
Gardner, yes; Allen, yes; Burton, yes. Motion carried.  

 
ORDINANCE 6-2021 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF PEMBERTON AUTHORIZING 
ACCEPTANCE OF THE PROPERTIES LOCATED AT BLOCK 4, LOT 53 AND 

BLOCK 9, LOT 17 FROM THE ESTATE OF BARBARA J. BEGLEY  
 
Council President Burton opened this portion of the meeting to public comment.  

 

Richard Gober, Ventnor – 1. Had no comments.  

 

Michelle Forman, Browns Mills – 1. Confirmed that this estate is being donated to the 
Township. Mr. Bayer advised that due to a death in the family this is being donated by the 

family of the estate.  

 

James Boland, Browns Mills – 1. Stated it would be nice to have an address or be able to 

find this on the tax map and questioned where it is located. Noted that free stuff is not 

always a good thing and asked what the town plans for this property. Mayor Patriarca 

advised on where Mr. Boland could find this location on the map. Stated that the property is 
located off of Bobolink Boulevard and that the Township does already own a considerable 
amount of property next to this. Advised that they are putting this together to hopefully sell 

to a developer and will add value to the parcel the Township already owns. Added that this 
is open space and undeveloped land with no street address.  

 

George Petronis, Browns Mills – 1. Had no comments.  

 

Doug Melegari, Pine Barrens Tribune – 1. Had no comments.  

 
Seeing no other residents wishing to be heard, this portion of the meeting was closed to the 
public.  

 
Motion by Gardner and Detrick to adopt Ordinance 6-2021. Gardner, yes; Detrick, yes; 

McCartney, yes; Allen, yes; Burton, yes. Motion carried.  
 

ORDINANCE 7-2021 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF PEMBERTON AUTHORIZING 
ACCEPTANCE OF THE PROPERTY LOCATED AT BLOCK 691, LOT 19 FROM 

FELIX J. PLOURDE 
 

Council President Burton opened this portion of the meeting to public comment.  
 

Doug Melegari, Pine Barrens Tribune – 1. Had no comments.  

 

George Petronis, Browns Mills – 1. Questioned if this had an address and if not, where is it 
located. Apologized that he did not check the tax map before the meeting. Mrs. Cosnoski 

advised that this is on Virginia Drive as stated in the ordinance. Mayor Patriarca advised that 
this is in Presidential Lakes and is located next to other property that the Township currently 

owns. Advised that we are hopeful that this will become a developable property if we 
combine these lots allowing it to get on the tax rolls.  

 

James Boland, Browns Mills – 1. Confirmed with the Mayor that this was currently a 
wooded lot that will not need maintenance. Mr. Boland advised that he had said something 
at the last meeting about not being able to find the tax maps and apologized to Mrs. 

Cosnoski if he spoke out of turn. Explained that on the new website he was unable to locate 
them, but noted the Mayor is correct and he is impressed with how he can find things on the 

new site now. Stated that he can now find things and it is sufficient and people can easily use 
it. Commented he hopes it gets sold and developed and becomes something nice for the 
neighborhood. Noted that any identifiable information on these properties would be a great 

help to the residents.  

 

Michelle Forman, Browns Mills – 1. Stated she also welcomes open space and feels she 

would need more information on the property.  

 

Richard Gober, Ventnor – 1. Had no comments.  

 



Seeing no other residents wishing to be heard, this portion of the meeting was closed to the 
public.  

 
Motion by McCartney and Gardner to adopt Ordinance 7-2021. McCartney, yes; Gardner, 

yes; Allen, yes; Detrick, yes; Burton, yes. Motion carried.  
 

ORDINANCES FOR INTRODUCTION 
 

ORDINANCE 8-2021 Tabled from the March 3, 2021 Meeting 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF PEMBERTON CREATING A NEW 
SECTION OF THE TOWNSHIP CODE, CHAPTER 115 ENTITLED “GENERATORS” 
 

Mayor Patriarca explained that this ordinance that had come about due to complaints that 
were brought to Council on a resident using a generator as their main source of power, 

causing a disturbance in the surrounding neighborhood. Advised that many people are now 
buying generators due to the number of storms that we have been having. Noted concerns he 

had with some the parts of the ordinance including shrubbery and fencing and other things 
that have to go around these generators as permanent ones are nicely hidden by the installing 

companies, such as Generac. Commented on 115-3, he felt we should add “and in accordance 

with DCA regulations”. Noted that there are regulations under DCA for how to correctly or 
incorrectly hook up the generators. Stated he knows that not everyone follows regulations, but 

we want to cover this in the ordinance so it is protected. Commented on 115-4, regarding 
permanent placement, and that his feeling that we should include something about where it 

was placed as this was about residential properties. Mr. Bayer pointed out that wording is in 
115-2. Mayor Patriarca agreed it might be redundant but will clarify. Commented on the pad 
and cover information, noted he did some research on the Generac generator and the sizes 

they offer. Stated that in section B, it would be safer to make it 15 square feet from 12 square 
feet to help the residents. Noted his concerns with the wording of Monday through Thursday 

and to only leave in the ordinance as permitted through the hours of 11 am to 3 pm to allow 
people to test the generator to see if their generator is working properly on weekends when 

they are home. Commented that lastly, in 115-5 under application for permit, he suggested 
adding that the applicant must obtain a letter from the “utility company” in the second to last 
line, which will clear up who the letter is to come from.  It was noted that this would not stop 

people from using generators in an emergency. Mentioned Mr. Petronis comments previously 
about the solar with battery backup. Council President Burton asked how the fine amount 

came about. Mr. Bayer stated that this amount is from the State. Councilwoman McCartney 
asked if they could take a look at 115-2 regarding the location of the generator. Stated she 

knows that some have to be hooked up in the front yard, which means residents would have 
to run an additional gas line from the front to the side and asked if Council would consider 
making an exception to this. Mayor Patriarca stated he did not know how this would affect 

current zoning with structures in front of your home. Stated he does see her point and is 
something that would have to be looked at. Noted that a variance would most likely be 

needed. Questioned if this could be addressed in this ordinance. Mr. Bayer advised that 
wording could be inserted to address this. Mayor Patriarca advised that front yard mounted 

generators would require screening and shrubbery. Councilwoman McCartney agreed. 
Discussion ensued on verbiage for use in the front yard. Mr. Bayer summarized the changes 
Council was making throughout this ordinance.  

 
Motion by McCartney and Gardner to introduce Ordinance 8-2021 with the agreed upon 

changes and with a public hearing to be held at the March 17th, 2021 meeting. McCartney, 
yes; Gardner, yes; Allen, yes; Detrick, yes; Burton, yes. Motion carried.  

 

BILL LIST 
Approval by Council required for payment of vouchers on Bill List dated 2/26/2021. 
 

Motion by Gardner and Detrick to approve the Bill List. Gardner, yes; Detrick, yes; 
McCartney, yes; Allen, yes with the exception of any and all grants and bills pertaining to the 

NJ State Police or the Attorney General's office; Burton, yes. Motion carried. 

SOLICITOR'S REPORT: 

Mr. Bayer reported: Nothing to report.  

 
 

 

MAYOR'S AND/OR BUSINESS ADMINISTRATOR'S REPORT: 
 



Mayor David Patriarca: Noted in Mr. Boland’s comments he asked about the name change 
of University Park Apartments and if it was felt that this was a good thing. Stated that he was 

a part of that process and his opinion is that the name change had little to no effect on the 
culture in the development. Stated that closing off the streets certainly helped as well as the 

change in management. Commented that this came from the suggestion to change the name 
of Sunbury Village. Advised that he has received many comments from the residents of 

Sunbury those are against changing the name. Commented on the meeting that was held 
regarding Sunbury Village and was well received by those in attendance. Added that there 
were approximately 19 in attendance on line as well. Noted that we are now moving forward 

on this by preparing ordinances for Council to address the road closures in Sunbury and that 
no further meetings would be held about this topic. Stated that the residents are in agreement 

with this as well as to address parking issues on the streets. Added that this is only the 
beginning and a starting step in a series of steps that will be needed to address the challenges 

they are facing in this area. Noted that we will continue to pursue what we believe to be 
meaningful steps to help in establishing progress in this area. Commented on the entrances 
and exits and what is being proposed. Added that these changes were run by Fire and EMS as 

well as the Police and all are in agreement that this will not be detrimental to the services they 
provide. Encouraged Mr. Boland to call him to personally discuss his feelings on the TNR 

program as he has stated in previous meetings. Advised on the proactive work being done 
with the sewer system and its infrastructure as well as inspecting what is being done. 

Commented that the Water Division had successfully installed the meter readers and 
continues to move along nicely. Advised that the tree crew is primarily working on the trees 
and continues to work through the trees and brush piles. Stated he looks forward to getting 

the budget together for Council and the public to review and see what they are proposing, to 
include the services they are providing. Noted he is not guaranteeing there will not be a tax 

increase but he will guarantee they will remain one of the lowest.  

 

Daniel Hornickel reported: Stated he wanted to address three of Mr. Boland’s questions 

including the environmental cleanup. Advised that this matter was explained previously to 
Council when the payment was approved. Noted that this was spilled by a township owned 
tractor and was reported and cleaned up immediately. Noted that regarding community 

service, he has spoken to the Judge and that he and the Judge will hopefully have a phone call 
about this, but that it is ultimately his decision to implement or not implement community 

service. Commented that pertaining to Zoning violations, we are now utilizing our Code 
Enforcement officers to assist in identifying zoning violations. Added that when they are 

identified it is brought to the attention of the Mr. Benedetti, who is the Zoning Officer. Noted 
that Mr. Benedetti will go out there himself to inspect and if he agrees that this is a violation, 
he will issue a notice and if it remains unabated it will become a summons. Noted his 

appreciation to Council for their support on the ordinances that were listed on tonight’s 
agenda. Reminded that at the last meeting he explained the importance of each of these 

ordinances including where they were located and the benefits of obtaining each. Added that 
the current property owners have not been paying taxes on the property and it would cost us 

thousands of dollars to foreclose on the properties, therefore this is a better option for the 
town and the taxpayers. Advised that we do not just accept property that people want to give 
us and we do research to ensure that there is a benefit for the towns use. Noted the 28-year 

battle over the old Acme plaza and the previous owners not maintaining or investing in the 

property and leaving it dilapidated. Explained the long processes and that it is with Council’s 

approval that we obtain these properties to try and redevelop these areas for the betterment of 
the town and entice developers to come in and develop.  

 

COMMENTS BY COUNCIL MEMBERS: 

 

Councilman Allen – Advised that he was on the Township website and would like a tab that 

advises on the many things, we offer here in the town including the beaches and parks. Noted 
that Council recently received the 2021 Clean Communities dates and suggested educating 
the youth about cleaning up the community with a possible presentation at the school or by 

sending out a pamphlet. Asked for Council to get an update on the 13-week Code 
Enforcement Strategy program to see what they have found either midway through or at the 

end of the program. Stated he had listened in on the YouTube Sunbury meeting, and 
highlighted some of the points that really stood out to him.  Quoted some of the resident 

comments where residents were pleased with what Administration is trying to do to address 
the issues. Noted he felt that overall, it was productive meeting. Wanted to note that this is 
Women’s History Month to celebrate women and all of their contributions to society. Noted 

that on March 4th he would be giving a virtual presentation through the Pinelands Family 
Success Center on Leadership and Setting Goals and is tailored towards teenagers and young 

adults but anyone can register to listen in. Advised on free COVID testing and that more 
information could be found on the school website. 

 



Councilman Gardner – Thanked all of the residents that called in. Commended his fellow 
Council for how they work together and when one may miss something, the other may pick it 

up. Stated he is not sure how much more transparent Council can be. Noted that everything is 
available to be reviewed through the website or by other means. Stated that they are not 

hiding anything and noted that the Mayor has repeatedly suggested anyone who has 
questions, to come in and see him. Added that anyone can also contact Mrs. Cosnoski, the 

Council President or Mr. Hornickel as we are all working together for the good of the 
Township. Suggested if you cannot find something you want to know about, you call the 
office and ask. Stated that this is a work in progress but we are trying to make it better. Asked 

that all have a good night.  

 

Councilwoman McCartney – Thanked the residents for their questions and concerns. Agreed 

with Councilman Allen’s idea to reach out to the kids about cleaning up the community. 
Stated that maybe the Recreation Department could work on something, but she does support 

this suggestion. Stated she is looking forward to us all being in the same space and are 
hopefully coming to the end of this pandemic so we can all be together safely.  

 

Councilman Detrick – Stated he also is looking forward to Council meeting in person. 

Thanked whomever circulated the dates for the Township clean ups, he hopes to see all there. 
Wished all a really good night.  

 

Council President Burton – Thanked everyone for calling in and participating with their 

questions and concerns. Agreed with Councilman Allen about the pamphlets for the youth. 
Wanted to give a shout out to TAG for celebrating 30 years in the Township. Noted they had 
gotten through a really rough year and we still had so many activities for the community. 

Advised there are several activities coming up and she is excited to say they are doing movies 
on the beach and the superhero run is coming up. Stated she cannot say enough about 

transparency and that everything is available for the public to view. Commented that they do 
try to provide answers when they have them available in reference to questions and concerns. 

Agreed that she cannot wait to get back together and wished all a good night.  
 
The meeting was adjourned at approximately 8:31 p.m. 

 
Respectfully submitted by, 

 
 

Amy P. Cosnoski, RMC, Township Clerk 


